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between the black tree-trunks. Mon^eur Bergeret
felt that he must in honesty reply:

" Just consider, my dear Mazure," he said,
"that if the affairs of an obscure captain have
become a matter of national importance the fault is
not ours, but that of the ministers who erected the
support of an erroneous and illogical sentence into
a system of government. If the Keeper of the
Seals had done his duty and proceeded to the
revision of the trial as soon as it was clearly proved
to be necessary, no one would have said anything.
It was during this lamentable evasion of justice
that protests began to make themselves heard.
What upset the whole country, what is calculated
to injure us abroad and at home, was that those in
authority obstinately persisted in a monstrous piece
of wickedness which increased day by day under
the covering of lies with which they strove to
hide it/'

cc What else would you expect ?" said Monsieur
Mazure. " I am a good patriot and a republican."

"Then since you are a republican," said
Monsieur Bergeret, "you must feel an alien, a
solitary, among your fellow-citizens. There are few
republicans left in France to-day. The Republic
herself has created none. It's absolute government
that makes republicans. The love of liberty is
sharpened on the grinding-stone of royalty or